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Captivating, subcontinent-
inspired variations onakey
Naissam Jalalis

a French flautist of
Syrian heritage who
hasincreasingly
immersed herselfin
Indo-jazz territory.
This album, inspired by several
months in northern India, features
aseries of ragas in the same key. The
11-minute opener “Tears In Delhi’s
Fog” starts with her gently sighing,
on flute and vocals, over a tamboura
and sarod drone, gradually joined by
Leonardo Montana’s modal piano,
Nabankur Bhattacharya’s frenetic
tabla and the intense polyrhythms of
Brazilian drummer Zaza Desiderio.
Other tracks are calmer, more
meditative and rooted in Hindustani
traditions, although the final track,
“Inner Landscape In Raag Kafi", is
reminiscent of Impulse-era Alice
Coltrane. joun LEwIS
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